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REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 3 have been amended. Claims 2 and 4 have been canceled. 
Claims 5-22 have been newly added. No new matter has been included. Claims 1, 3 
and 5-22 are now pending in this application. 

The drawings stand objected to based on certain informalities. Applicant will 
file formal drawings and address the concerns of the Office Action, once the Examiner 
agrees that the claims are allowable. 

Claims 1-3 stand rejected under 35 § U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Neeson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,786,998) ("Neeson"). The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

The present invention relates to a method and system used with physical 
assets for identifying, locating and indicating the status of physical assets or property 
items. The tracking system is capable of communicating in a remote non-contact 
manner with the physical asset by using a communications network such as the 
internet. 

Neeson relates to an apparatus for tracking and reporting equipment 
inventory on a locomotive equipped with a mobile communications package. Neeson 
more specifically discloses a communications network for a central station to 
communicate with its locomotives. 

Claim 1 recites "[a] tracking device system comprising: a physical asset; a 
transmitter attached to the asset for transmitting a first data signal; a communication 
means for receiving the first data signal; and a receiving means to receive a second data 
signal from the communication means, wherein the physical asset, the communication 
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means and the receiving means are in continuous communication and track the location 
of the physical asset. Claim 19 recites similar limitations. 

Claim 3 recites "[a] method of tracking an asset comprising the steps of: 
transmitting a data signal in real-time from a personal computer to a central server to 
inquire the location of a physical asset; communicating with the physical asset from the 
central server via a communications network; tracking the physical asset by 
transmitting a second data signal; interrogating the second data signal to determine a 
status signal; and storing the status signal in the central server/' Claims 20 and 21 
recite similar limitations. 

Neeson discloses no such limitations. Neeson fails to disclose " tracking the 
physical asset by transmitting a second data signal; interrogating the second data signal 
to determine a status signal; and storing the status signal in the central server/ 7 or a 
tracking device system comprising "[a] physical asset, [a] communication means and 
[a] receiving means," all in continuous communication to track the location of a 
physical asset. In fact, Neeson is silent in regards to these limitations. 

Moreover, the Office Action states that Neeson is relevant because the claims 
of the present application fail to recite the limitations of a "tracking device" or "method 
of tracking an asset" within the body of the claims. In view of that, Applicant has 
amended the claims to address the concerns of the Office Action. 

For at least these reasons, Neeson fails to disclose all limitations of the 
claimed invention. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection be 
withdrawn and the claims allowed. 
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Claim 4 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Carlson et al. (U.S. Application No. 2002/0029176) ("Carlson"). However, claim 4 has 
been canceled and thus, this rejection is no longer applicable. 

In view of the above amendment, Applicant believes the pending application 
is in condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
withdraw the outstanding rejections and to pass this application to issue. 

Dated: July 27, 2005 Respectfully submitted, 
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